
How to Make A Butterfly Trap 
Material Needed: 
¶ Plastic Window Screening:  24ó wide by 6õ long. 
¶ Muslin:  16ó  square piece of Muslin. 
¶ 1ó x 2ó x 8õ:  Cut into 10ó lengths. 
¶ 3/8ó Plywood:  12ó square. 
¶ 9 eyehooks:  1/2ó 
¶ 3 òSó hooks: 1/2ó 
¶ Staple gun with 3/8ó staples. 
¶ 1 3/4ó screws. 
¶ 6õ string or cord. 

¶ Screwdriver. 
¶ Hand Saw. 
¶ Ruler / Yardstick. 
¶ Pencil / Marker. 
¶ Scissors. 
¶ Pliers. 

Step 1:  Building The Frame. 
 
¶ Cut the 1ó x 2ó x 8õ into 10ó long pieces. 
¶ Attach four pieces together to form a square using 

2 screws in each corner. Make 2. 

Step 2:  Attaching The Screening. 
 
¶ Cut the screening down into a 24ó x 4 1/2õ piece 

using the scissors. 
¶ Cut the remaining screen piece into a 16ó x 16ó 

square. 
¶ Using the staple gun, start at the center of  one of  

the sides of  the frame and begin stapling the 
screen even with the top edge of  the frame going 



Step 3:  Attaching the Muslin 
 
¶ Using the staple gun, attach the muslin to the other 

end of  the frame, opposite the trap opening end.  
Make sure to align the edge of  the muslin with the 
lower edge of  the frame making sure to overlap 

the screen.  Pull the Muslin tight. 

Step 4:  Attaching the Base 
 
¶ Collapse the netting portion by putting the Muslin 

end, Muslin side down, onto the table, then while 
holding the other frame turn it clockwise so that 
the screen collapses onto itself.  Keep turning the 
upper frame until it is able to be placed onto the 
lower frame. 

¶ Place the plywood base on top of  the frame, and 
mark the edge with marker / pencil.  Then remove 
the base and set aside. 

¶ Screw 3 eyehooks into the frame rails, screw one 
into 2 corners next to each other, then screw the 
3rd one into the center of  the opposite side frame.  

all the way around the frame, making sure to over-
lap the screen a couple of  inches on the side you 
started with. 

¶ Attach the other end of  the large screen piece to 
the other frame the same way you just did.  Making 
sure to attach the screen in the opposite direction 
you just did.  This will make sure that the over lap 
is installed correctly for it to lay flat on that side.   

¶ Attach the 16ó square to one end of the screen 
making sure to overlap the edge board.  Then cut a 
6ó diameter circle in the center.  This will allow the 
butterflies to enter into the trap. 



Step 5:  Hanging Up The Trap. 
 
¶ Cut the string or cord into 2õ long pieces. 
¶ Tie one of  each string to the eyehooks on the 

Muslin side (top) of  the trap. 
¶ Then tie the opposite end of  all 3 pieces of  

string / cord together in a good sturdy knot. 
¶ Put the knot over your favorite hook and let the 

trap hang freely. 

Step 6:  Baiting The Trap. 
 
¶ Cut up some watermelon, or other ripe fruit and 

place it on the base plate underneath the opening 
in the bottom screen. 

¶ Time to wait for Butterflies to enter your trap.    
¶ To remove the butterflies from the trap, simply 

reach your hand into the flap that you created 
when you overlapped the screen. 

¶ Screw the other 3 eyehooks into the base plate to 
correspond to the layout of  the eyehooks you just 
put in the frame. 

¶ Attach the base to the frame using the òSó hooks.  
Making sure to close the open ends of the 2 òSó 
hooks in the corners,  and close one of  the ends 
on the other òSó hook. This will allow for the base 
of  the trap to be opened. 

Picture coming 
soon. 


